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cumstances revealed the fact that there was extreme
poverty, that several social agencies were supplying
help, that the main article of the boy's diet was coffee,
which he drank to excess. This was quite enough to
account for both the nervous irritability, leading to bad
conduct, and the mental apathy, leading to poor school
work.

The relationship of alcoholism to mental disturbances
which might be confused with special defect needs men-
tion, though it should be added that very rarely does this
problem present itself practically, because alcoholism in
individuals young enough to be brought to the clinic is
very infrequent. Although the number of such cases
in our -own experience has not been large, yet we have
seen adolescents whose mental processes functioned most
irregularly because of indulgence in alcohol. After the
effect of this stimulant had worn off, the test results were
quite different from what was obtained in earlier testing.
The kind of irregularity found may vary from one case to
another, exhibiting itself either in failure on tests which
require good mental control, or on tests of some type
which fail to awaken interest. Parenthetically, it may
be interesting to mention that the selective effect of
alcoholism is clearly seen in Korsakow's syndrome,
where, temporarily at least, the individual loses certain
powers, such as memory for recent events and orientation
in time relationships.

In the enumeration of conditions which have caused
mental irregularities that require differentiation from
special defect, one of exceeding importance must be in-
cluded, which, because often learned only through obtain-
ing the child's confidence, is frequently entirely over-
looked. I refer to the excessive indulgence in bad sex
practices so commonly accompanied by extreme mental
debility and causing results on tests that are often mis-